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English, abstract: The approach to English foreign language acquisition in German schools has significantly
changed in the last decade. Today, students no longer start to learn English in grade five, but begin with the
very basics in primary school. In most states, English as a foreign language is introduced in grade three - some
states have gone even further and start teaching English in the first grade, e. g. North Rhine- Westphalia.
Besides these changes, a major shiG from a teacher- to a learner- centered classroom took place.
Consequently, the individual learner and his or her language learning process have become more important in
the English foreign language (EFL) classroom than before. New methodology such as strategic learning,
reflection, and self-evaluation have moved to the center of attention in order to enhance students language
learning eHiciency. In order to approach these new competences in an appropriate way for children, the
language portfolio was developed and introduced to foreign language learners. By now, there are a number of
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