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indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .their competitors in the distribution, of food) especially over wholesales
of produce and.of groceries. These ad.vantag.es exist in the shipment of both perishable and nonperishable
foods. They consist in refrigerator service to towns which the wholesalers can not reach as frequently with their
perishables as the packers can and in nun? cases-can not reach at. all. Nonperishable foods shipped in the pack
crs cars receive the same special service that is given freeh meats and is far superior to the box-car service,
upon which jobbers must depend for such shipments. The exclusive service of the packers with its attendant
advantages grew up naturally enough. A modern packing house turns out so large a tonnage requiring regidar
and frequent shipment as to make necessary the building up of a well organized special service. As the volume
of traffic to outlying towns grew the usual method of handling less-than-carload shipments by assembling
them at the railroad freight house by means of drays and trap cars was abandoned, and in the various packing
centers the practice was generally established and now exists of making suel shipments from the plant. All
interests require the prompt switching of packer cars to the transfer tracks and the expedited serrice they
receive. It was natural, too, for the packers, as they, extended the field of their operations in manufacturing and
merchandising, to secure the privilege of including in the meat car other items of traffic--butterine. butter,
cheese, poultry, canned goods, cereal foods, and...
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