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Probyn and Mr. I, S. Leadam on the Work of the Cobden Club Lord Farrek: Gentlemen, | am extremely indebted
to Mr. Potter and to you for allowing me to come before you at the beginning of your meeting. An engagement
has been made for me which | cannot well put off, and | must needs get away early. | am well acquainted with
the report of the Committee, and the remarks that 1 have to make will, | trust, be apposite to it. The General
Position Of Free Trade Abroad. As regards the general position of matters in relation to the subject in which we
are most nearly interested | am glad to be able to say that it is more favourable than any of us a short time ago
had a right to expect. On the whole the position is very favourable. There is an obvious movement in the
Australian colonies, some of which have been great centres of Protection, betokening a reaction in the direction
of Free Trade. They have tried Protection as a remedy for trade depression, but it has availed them nothing;
and 1 trust that, sooner or later, they will, in some way or another, come round to Free Trade. | trust that before
long we shall have not only something approaching to Free Trade between the different Australian colonies, but
something like Free Trade between those colonies and the rest of the British Empire, and between those
colonies and foreign countries. It is a little difficult and delicate to speak about the United State - the country
upon...
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