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single event has ever caused more general regret among Haverfordians than the announcement by President
Sharpless of his intention to retire at the end of the present college year. To separate his name from that of
Haverford seemed impossible - the two had in forty years become almost synonymous; and the college, its
campus and buildings, its educational methods, its aims and ideals all seem like a direct expression of this one
man s personality. To quote from a member of the faculty: His greatest work has been the creation of a self-
governing student body into which he has put the breath of his own physical life; and the gathering together of
a group of powerful men on his faculty, so imbued with a sense of their responsibility for the students that there
has grown up an intimacy between these two bodies of men unique among the colleges of the country. Not a
student passes through Haverford College without learning to love and look up to President Sharpless as he
would to a father. Isaac Sharpless was born in Birmingham Township, Chester County, December 16, 1848, and
received his early education at Westtown School, where he was graduated in 1867. One day, soon after this, he
was engaged in plowing on his father s farm when a delegation from the Westtown School Committee
appeared and told him that they had decided to offer him a position as teacher. This was the beginning of
President Sharpless s career as an educator. He left his position at Westtown to study at the Lawrence Scientific
School of Harvard University, where...
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