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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .welfare shall, in cases of necessity, yield to that of the community, and
that his property, liberty, and life shall, under certain circumstances, be placed in jeopardy, or even sacrificed,
for the public good. Broom, Legal Maxims, p. 1. It is upon the maxim and the principle it embodies, when the
danger is pressing and imminent, that public officers or private citizens may, without incurring liability, to
prevent the spread of an existing conflagration, enter upon the premises of a citizen, raze or demolish houses
or other structures, as they may destroy or use any property to obstruct or prevent the advance of a hostile
army. In such an event there is no duty or obligation resting upon the government or any of its agencies to
make compensation for the property injured or destroyed. Compensation is matter of grace, and not of right. 2
Dill. Mun. Corp. 955¢t seq.; Cooley, Const.Lim. 6th ed. p. 739; 2 Kent, Com. p. 338: Russell v. New York, 2 Denio,
461; Bowditch v. Boston, 101 U. S. 16, 25 L. ed. 980; United States v. Pacific R. Co. 120 U. S. 227. 30 L. ed. 634. In
Russell v. New York, 2 Denio, 461, it was said: The best elementary writers lay down the principle, and
adjudications upon adjudications have for centuries sustained, sanctioned, and upheld it, that in a case of
actual necessity, to prevent the spreading of a fire, the ravages of a pestilence, or any other great...
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