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Hearing Before the Committee on Resources House of Representatives, One Hundred Fourth Congress, First
Session on the Effect That Federal Ownership and Management of Public Lands and the Condemnation and
Restriction of Private Property Has on Local Areas The committee met, pursuant to call, at 11:00 a.m., in room
1324, Longworth House Office Building, Hon. Don Young (Chairman of the Committee) presiding. Statement Of
Hon. Don Young, A U. S. Representative From Alaska, And Chairman, Committee On Resources Mr. Young. The
Committee on Resources will come to order. The committee is meeting today to hear testimony on trends in
Federal landownership and management. As you know Rule 6F of the committee rules limits oral opening
statements in the hearings to the Chairman and Ranking Minority Member. However, since many Members
played a key role in requesting this GAO report, | would ask unanimous consent that additional Minority
Members be permitted to give an opening statement if they so desire. No objection. So ordered. Of course, as |
said before, if any Members would like to make an opening statement they can go ahead and do it. During my
22 years as a member of this committee, | have painfully witnessed- as | have said many times- the legislative
lockup of hundreds of millions of acres of public lands and the condemnation of private property all under the
laudable goal of preserving the environment. In Alaska alone over 150,000,000 acres of public lands have been
locked up as wilderness, national parks, wildlife refuges, or other restrictive designations. This amounts to an
acreage equal to the area of California and Minnesota...
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