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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 edition. Excerpt: .have exceeded 2500 F. The atmosphere must then have
contained all the water of the globe, all the carbon (in the form of carbon dioxide) now stored in solid form as
coal and other hydrocarbon compounds and as carbonates, and various other materials which have since
formed solid compounds. When the ocean was first formed by condensation from the atmosphere, its
temperature may have been as high as 500 F., the atmospheric pressure being still perhaps 30 times as great as
at present. The chemical action of the ocean in rock destruction and rock formation must then have been very
much more important than in later times. Long ages must have elapsed before the earth was cool enough to
permit the existence of the lowest organisms. Archaean time must have been immensely long. ROCKS: KINDS
AND DISTRIBUTION. 1. Distribution.--Since the Archaean era commenced with the origin of the earth s crust,
Archaean rocks must extend around the globe, underlying all rocks of subsequent ages, and furnishing the
material out of which most of these later rocks have been made. Over by far the larger part of the surface of
the globe, they are concealed from view by subsequent formations. In North America they are surface rocks
over a large area north of the Great Lakes, shaped like the letter V, the longer branch of which runs northwest
to the Arctic Ocean, and the shorter northeast to Labrador. The large white area on the preceding...
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