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Diphtheria Diphtheria is justly regarded as one of the most dreaded of the diseases of childhood. It has conic
down to us from antiquity under such names as Egyptian sore throat, Syrian ulcer, malignant or putrid sore
throat, gangrenous ulcer, and the like, until its present name was given the disease by the great French
physician, Trousseau, in the first part of the nineteenth century. Until the fruitful discoveries of Klebs, Loeffler,
Behring, and others gave us the cause and methods for the cure and control of diphtheria, few diseases had
presented such high mortality, and there had been few before the march of which we were apparently so
helpless. An outbreak of diphtheria in a community caused a shudder of horror, for the old records are full of
instances whore all the children of a family were swept away, in spite of all that the medical knowledge of that
time could do. Thanks, however, to our modern discoveries, there arc few diseases about which we know so
much as diphtheria. Its prevention and control arc feasible provided we have the intelligent cooperation of the
sanitary authorities, the medical profession, and last but not least, the general public. It is to the latter that this
little brochure is addressed. Before proceeding to discuss the cause, symptoms, control, and prevention of
diphtheria, wo ought to refer briefly to the habits of the disease, namely, its seasonal prevalence, where it is
found, the ages at which it is most prevalent, and similar facts in relation to its spread. Climate and season.-
Diphtheria is a disease of temperate climates. It seems to...
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